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Westchester County Fire Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes

September 23, 2021

Conducted via WebEx
Present: H. Bergson, A. Sandor, H. Stern, ]. Olenik, J. Marshall, L. Lee, P. ]. Goldfeder, J. lantorno

DES Staff: S. Spear, W. Dingee, M. Volk
Excused: D. Klaus, R. Outhouse. R. Wishnie

Absent: P. Miley, R. Lyman, J. Caparelli, W Roza, K. Halex, K. Murphy,

19:34 Meeting called to Order by Chairman Bergson.
e Minutes will be taken by Howard Stern
e All in Attendance stood for and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
e Minutes of March 25, 2021 accepted and approved

e Deputy Commissioner Spear:

o Gave update on the physical improvements to the training facilities.

o The Commissioner yielded to Chief PJ Goldfeder to discuss the next topic, the 02X
(?) four-day program that the larger departments are taking to assist their members with
their all-around wellness including mental and physically.

= He reported that injuries have gone down in his department since the training
and highly recommends it.

o The Commissioner then gave updates regarding the new equipment for the buildings
on the training site and announced next Monday there will be a budget hearing on
funding to implement the needed work or equipment.

o She announced the new building will be 35% drawn by October.

o She moved onto the events of Hurricane Ida and noted the outpouring of support
throughout the County and the need for Fire Departments to update their
communications during events like the Hurricane.

e Chief Volk:
o Gave an update on the continued new radio project.
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o He discussed the current radio-testing county wide to ascertain coverage and that voice

testing should begin October 4™, Followed by paging system testing.
He anticipates the new system going live in November.
He advised that fifteen sites will service the system and the intent to increase that
number.
He advised that only existing radios will be replaced by The County.
The Chief hopes the current low band system lasts until the new system operational

o He then spoke about how 60 Central was overwhelmed with calls during the
Hurricane with around 2200 calls with over three hundred per hour at various times.
He also spoke about the need to educate the public thru Social Media on calls that are
actual emergencies vs calls that are not.

e Chief Dingee:

@)
(@)

Spoke about the work to which will be done to the buildings at the training facility

He also said that the Fire Fighter Memorial is scheduled for October 17" at 10 AM.
and explained all the work regarding the Memorial and plaques that are ongoing.
Gave an update on all the ongoing and upcoming training classes. Including working
with the Yonkers Rescue School.

He also mentioned that the Fire Investigation Trailer is in its final stages of being built.
In addition, discussed other upcoming classes and drills.

Updated the Board on the status of the County Mutual Aid Plan. Awaiting final
approval by NYS OFPC.

Chairman Bergson reported that The Katonah Satellite training Facility hopes to open
as Covid restrictions ease. Discussed the need for new members. Stating nominations
are welcome and urged.

e There was no old business

e New business:
e Chief Sandor discussed the active shooter program and the need to get more members for
Fire Rescue task Force.

There being no further business a motion was made by H. Stern to adjourn the meeting @ 20:37

hours.

Next meeting November 18, 2020 @ 19:30 hours tentatively schedule for DES.

Respectfully submitted.
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Howard Stern, Secretary Pro Tem



