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Westchester County Fire Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes

January 21, 2021

CONDUCTED VIA WEBEX

Present: Chairman H. Bergson, Co-Chair John Marshall, R. Lyman, H. Stern, K. Murphy, J.
Caparelli, R. Outhouse, L. Lee., A. Sandor, K. Hallex, D. Klaus, P. Miley, P. Goldfeder,

Excused: ]. Olenik, J. Iantorno, B. Roza

DES Staff: Commissioner Richard Wishnie, Deputy Commissioner Susan Spear, Director W.
Dingee, Chief M. Volk, Chief Lucy Labriola-Cuffe

19:32 Meeting called to Order by Chairman Bergson.
e Minutes of November 19, 2020 meeting approved
Deputy Commissioner Spear, Sent Commissioner Wishnie’s regrets
e Spoke of support to committee on improving physical and work conditions at DES

offices and now includes a Facebook page.

-Chief Volk presented a power point update gave an update on the new radio project.

o Discussed Phase I and amount of County coverage.

o Discussed the sites being built out.

o New radios will allow portable coverage.

o Noted a Motorola delay on software.

o New radios can be programmed via Wi-Fi and designated park
locations.

o Radio Installs to begin Sept - October

o Paging on UHF in October

o Phase III, if money available will include in building light

construction coverage.

e Each department will have to get DES approval and purchase any additional radios
(Departments must get DES approval first! The form to request adding additional
radios to the system is on the DES Website. Departments can purchase at Westchester
County pricing which is 17% lower than NY State contract.

. Pagers departments should order for last % of 2021 delivery.
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. Departments have been advised of what equipment will be provided.
. Link to power point presentation

https://emergencyservices.westchestergov.com/images/stories/pdfs/radio%20sys
tem%20updates/radiostatus2021.pdf

Chief Bill Dingee reported that the County Executive had recently toured the DES facilities in
person. In addition, he discussed construction projects and status of training equipment,
including hydrants, smoke house, control tower, propane hook up and new storage facility
for equipment to keep them out of the elements, new Tech Rescue Rig, and new camera
system. He is looking into hiring an onsite maintenance person to replace Frank and is
working on a fire investigation trailer for training. He has also requested a trench rescue
prop from OFPC.

Chief Labriola-Cuffe reviewed the current training status:
e C(lasses are currently limited to seven.
e Site was closed for 120 days also due to COVID-19.
e On-site training limited to 30% of capacity.
e 3 FF 1 classes have been scheduled.
e Explained that all COVID-19 reports at facility have been contained.
e The first two FF 1 classes filled in hours.
e State now allowing blended learning classes.

Deputy Commissioner Spear discussed vaccine protocol and stressed her and the
Commissioners’ commitment to obtaining vaccines for all Firefighters thru the Westchester
County Board of Health.

e 0Old business The Revised Mutual Aid Plan is still undergoing review by legal. (Note

the Fire Advisory Board has requested that it get one last look before it is submitter
to OFP(C)

e There being no further business motion was made by Chief Sandor to adjourn the
meeting at 20:20 hrs..

Next meeting March 25, 2021 @ 19:30 hours remotely.

Respectfully submitted.
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Howard Stern
Secretary Pro Tem.



