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Present: Andrew Sandor (Chair), John Marshall III (Vice Chair), Howard Stern (Acting 

Secretary), Paul Goldfeder, Kelly Murphy, Joseph Bonnano, Henry (Hank) Bergson, Herb 

Doerr, Greg Santone, Lawrence Lee, Robert Outhouse,  Robert Benkwitt, Christopher 

Thomas, Commissioner Richard Wishnie , Deputy Commissioner Susan Spear, Chief Jason 

Ward (Training), Chief Mike Volk, Communications/EMS 

Excused: Dave Klaus, Chris Duffelmeyer, Joseph Olenik, Peter Miley 

Via WebEx: n/a 

Absent: Richard Lyman, Kate Hallex, William Roza 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes taken by Howard Stern 

 

17:36 Meeting called to Order by Chairman Sandor who led the Pledge of Allegiance and took 

roll call. 

 

Chief Volk, Chief of EMS & Communications 

Provided an update on the County radio system and spoke about the NY State Police Departments’ desire to have 60 Control take over their dispatching. Also, 60 Control 

merging with Westchester County Police. 

 

He advised the Board there are currently seven new 60 Control dispatchers being trained 

and more will be hired to meet needs. He discussed that during the first quarter of 2024 

Medical Ambulance call volume for The County is up 16% and Mutual Aid calls are up 15%.  

 

That the County is making inquiries as to additional medical assistance coverage with AMR. 

He briefly discussed Motorola software updates. 

 

Deputy Commissioner Susan B. Spear  

Provided update on the NY States passage of legislation on May 21st on Lithium Battery 

safety intended to protect the public and firefighters. She also discussed the need for local  
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municipalities to pass building department rules and laws also on the issue of lithium 

battery storage in their communities and lithium battery safety and encouraged those in 

attendance to take the new law back to their respective municipalities. 

 

Commissioner Richard G. Wishnie  

Discussed Capital projects including: 

 

 Consideration of moving the currently cramped 60 Control facilities to the new  

            proposed building next door in conjunction with combining (and expanding)  

            dispatching with Westchester County PD as well as NY State Police dispatch  

            operations. 

 He confirmed that any move will require new and updated equipment. 

 He stated that the consultant hired on that project should have a draft by the    

              end of month 

 He reported that the engineers for the Burn & Tower buildings have contracts  

             to build the new buildings.  

 Plans for the buildings should be submitted soon and it is hoped that the Burn  

            building should be operational by mid-2025 with the Tower building done as  

            soon  as possible thereafter. 

 He also commented that due to County Budget constraints some capital 

projects  

            have been re- prioritized.  

 

The Commissioner took a moment to compliment the tireless efforts of Deputy 

Commissioner Spear and noted that they operated as partners. All in attendance joined in on 

the accolades. 

 

 He discussed the County Volunteer HazMat team with the need for training 

and cooperation from career Chiefs. 

 He reported that the new site preparation for the whole building generator is 

ongoing. 

 He reported the new County Tower Ladder delivery is anticipated for the end 

of this year. 

 

 He advised that he concrete base for the new maintenance facility building is 

anticipated for next week. 
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 He reported the new roof and air-conditioning systems for the current 

building are being worked on & he concluded with noting that plans are in the 

works for more classrooms for training on site. 

 

Chief Jason Ward, Fire Training:  

 On FF-1 and FF-2 training classes and the changes to the wait list for them 

resulting in the reduction of wait list times and accommodation of department 

needs and invited Chiefs to reach out to his office for assistance if needed for 

members on the old wait list. 

 That NYS is in the process of rewriting the FF-2 program. 

 Reported on the active shooter program and that the Plan is to go to The 

Westchester County Law Department for review. He noted that the Plan will 

run parallel with Law Enforcement Agencies and integrate with Mutual Aid 

plans in The County. 

 He closed by noting that the comment period for the new Federal OSHA 

proposed rules is extended to July 21st, and that it is possible that that date 

may be further extended. He encouraged all involved to act and comment as 

soon as possible. 

 

I complimented the Chief and DES on their policy of requiring Candidates to 

salute senior members of the staff and visitors with potential rank and I 

commented that, in doing so, DES is educating the FF candidates on the 

importance of rank, which is essential to command structure.                                                                       

.                                                                                                          

There were no other reports given. 

 

There was no old or unfinished business discussed. 

 

New Business: 

 

There was a general discussion on the need for planning for future firefighting needs for 

Westchester County and Commissioner Wishnie recommended this Committee set up a sub-

committee to prepare a report to present to The Hon. Westchester County Executive.  

 

Chairperson Sandor is to set up the committee and he asked for volunteers. 
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19:37 Herb Doer made a motion to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by the most 

esteemed Hank Bergson. 

 

The next meeting is on Thursday, September 26, 2024 at 17:30 hours. 

 

Meeting Adjourned. 

 

Respectfully & humbly submitted, 

 

Howard Stern 

Secretary Pro Tem 
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