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Westchester County Fire Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes

January 27, 2022
Conducted Via WebEx

Present: Chairperson H. Bergson, R. Lyman, H. Stern, K. Murphy, R. Outhouse, L. Lee., A. Sandor,
P. Miley, P. ]. Goldfeder, ]. Bonanno, Jr.

DES Staff: Commissioner Richard Wishnie, Deputy Commissioner Susan Spear, Chief W. Dingee,
Chief M. Volk

Excused: ]. Marshall, D. Klaus, ]. lantorno

Absent |, Caparelli, J. Olenik & K. Hallex

19:30 Meeting called to Order by Chairman Bergson who led the Pledge of Allegiance.
e The Chair and Members congratulated Commissioner Wishnie on his official appointment
as DES Commissioner, and Susan Spear on her official appointment as Deputy
Commissioner.

e Minutes of last meeting approved.

e Discussed that already approved Mutual aid Plan had to be resubmitted to correct use of
initials of Office of Fire Prevention and Control and need to be submitted to Westchester
County Board of Legislators for their approval. Motion made and passed for Fire Advisory
Board to communicate their approval to the Westchester County Board of Legislators.

Chief William Dingee spoke next - He discussed construction projects at DES HQ, including status
of the equipment warehouse, replacement of Smokehouse with additional floors and an addition,
classroom 4 and other facility rehabilitation and other yard improvements with money allocated
from County, and update on new Suez Hydrant. He reported on issues with SCBA trailer and
delays to Fire Investigation Trailer because of Covid.
e He further discussed replacement for TL 8, noting current build time for a new unit is
around 14 months.
o He discussed ongoing training at DES HQ.
o FF 1 ongoing and future classes.
= -Rescue Tech classes in Spring.
o Fire Officer ongoing and future classes.
o Academy for Career Chiefs current and future.
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e He continued with noting Lucy Labriola-Cuffe’s ongoing work with the Governors
Recruitment and Retention Task Force.

e He spoke about how DES has been approached about having High School internships at
DES to include possible school credits for participants in the future.

e He continued discussing the Active Shooter Committee who he stated is working on
presentation to the various County groups.

e Time was yielded to Chief Sandor for his discussion on Active Shooter Committee and its
outreach program to include County Town Supervisors noting outreach was contingent on
current NYS Mask Mandates for meetings. Chief Sandor and his team will make a
presentation at the next Fire Advisory Board meeting on March 24, 2022.

Chief Mike Volk spoke next giving an update on the continued new County radio project.

e tis anticipated that the system will go live next week (Wednesday February 2nd) and will
require a physical presence at each firechouse to manually switch over to the new system.

e Phase 3 will include interior building coverage, which is 99% effective now.

e Noted that there is an active search for two tower sites in the Montrose and North Salem
areas.

e Announced that the career chiefs request for upgrading existing portable radios to
accommodate trade ins for intrinsically safe models cannot be accommodated.

e He noted the intense work done by DES leadership including Commissioners Wishnie and
Spear to support the necessary work and funding.

Deputy Commissioner Spear noted the work done to get Westchester the best system available.

Chair Bergson discussed the comments on the new Battalion System and explained how it was
thought out.

Deputy Commissioner Spear talked about:
e Raises for County Instructors to bring them in line with State salaries retro to January 1,
2022.
Absorbing County parks, EMT’s into the DES umbrella and the push for salary equality.
The County having more Covid test kits.
The County Center is back open for vaccinations.
Noted that money has been allocated for a recruitment and retention program revolving
around student loan forgiveness and is being developed.
e Has approached the private group that runs Playland about continuing to use the EMT’s
noted above.

J Advised the Board that there are five new positions open at 60 Central to be filled.
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Under new Business Chair Bergson discussed the Circulating piece on calling 911 and requested
that Chief Dingee distribute the piece to all Agencies.

The floor was turned over to P. J. Goldfeder who reminded us that the piece was developed by
Yonkers FD and YFD is working on a campaign in both English and Spanish and will be going
door to door on fire safety issues and is considering on-site training for tenants especially in hi-
rise buildings in light of the recent Bronx tragic fire.

Commissioner Wishnie asked PJG to please reach out to Baltimore FD after their tragic loss of
FF’s earlier this week to offer any assistance they may need from Westchester County.
e Chief Dingee and President Goldfeder and Chief A. Sandor to get together to work on it.

20:28 A motion was made by H. Stern to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded and passed.

e Next meeting is March 24, 2022 at 19:30 hours hopefully at DES at which time it is
anticipated that there will be a presentation form the Active Shooter Committee.

Respectfully submitted.

Howard Stern
Secretary Pro Tem



