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Westchester County Fire Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes
September 28, 2023

PRESENT:

o Atlarge — Andrew Sandor (Chair), John Marshall Il (Vice Chair), Howard Stern (Acting
Secretary), Paul Goldfeder, Kelly Murphy, Joseph Bonnano

Association of Fire Districts —Henry (Hank) Bergson

Westchester Fire Chiefs — Herb Doerr (First meeting), Greg Santone (First meeting)
Volunteer Firefighters —Lawrence Lee

Career Chiefs -Robert Benkwitt

Career Firefighters —Christopher Thomas

Westchester Dept. of Emergency Services (DES) — Commissioner Richard Wishnie
(zoom), Deputy Commissioner Susan Spear, Chief Doug Stiller (Haz Mat, Special Ops),
Chief Jason Ward (Training), Chief Mike Volk, Communications/EMS, Director Neil
Caputo, Facilities, Equipment, Battalion Coordinators

O O O O O O

ABSENT:

Association of Fire Districts — Dave Klaus (excused)
At large —Chris Duffelmeyer (excused), Joseph Olenik (excused), Peter Miley (excused),
, Richard Lyman, Kate Hallex
o Volunteer Firefighters - Robert Outhouse (excused)
Career Firefighters — William Roza

Minutes taken by Howard Stern

-17:34 Meeting called to Order by Chairman Sandor who led the Pledge of Allegiance and took
roll call.

- Chief Volk led the meeting off with an update on Radios and emphasized that the low band
radios are going to go out of service sooner than later. We are moving to UFS and noted sites will
be shut down servicing low bands. He discussed the building of new sites and noted again there
is no idea how long low band will remain available.

- He discussed the use of Broadcastify to listen to talk groups & discussed dealing with switching
channels on the scene of a 1075.
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- He stated Motorola is working on a program to fix every radio or pager in the County — approx.
3,000.00 - to primarily adjust volume issues.

Captain Munson discussed anticipated training (101) to begin soon and noted we are working
with our partners at Public Safety for PDs to have a common communication system.

Commissioner Spear updated us on Mutual Aid/EMS in the County.

-She noted that there are the same number of calls YTD and that AMR is covering primarily
the Southern and NW area of our County.

- That Pelham will be joining up with Eastchester for EMS matters.

Chief Caputo gave us a facility update and he will work on a site walk for Board thru for our next
meeting.

-He stated that Con Ed is redoing the electrical on site and will be putting electric & gas
props into a new vault in one place.

- He discussed the live fire and tower on site noting the tower is out of service. While we
await a quote on repairs.

- He announced that Bonding has been approved for a new smoke house and we are
awaiting the design team’s input.

- He pointed out various needed repairs that have been done onsite and that the facility
have been cleaned and repairs done in the last week. (NOTE writers’” comment -the
cleanliness of the facility was quite evident).

- That there is a new HazMat prop bid out.
- Also that the Arson Trailer is going to be moved.

- And that the fan in the propane building — second floor -is awaiting or has already been
replaced. That the prop on the first floor is still in use.

Chief Ward reported that the career academy classes are moving forward and that there are two
ongoing FF 1 classes ongoing, one at HQ and one at Katonah.

-He updated us on Fire Officer classes that are upcoming and on classes in
planning.
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-He updated us on Pump and FF 2 classes.
- And when asked discussed Summer trainings for Younger FF’s.

- And, finally discussed Con Ed training.

Commissioner Spear took the floor again and updated the Board on the ongoing County laws
dealing with EV\lon batteries.

Chief Stiller supplemented Commissioner Spear and discussed his course thru Battalions on DOT
Legislation and Packaging of Batteries (EV/Lithium).

-Legislation is to require any mobile devices to meet UL and other standards at POS and
include
warning signs and information on risks as well as provide education for the Public.

- The Chief passed around copies of the flyers regarding battery disposal to be used by
Departments and the Public as well as pointed out the online location of same and
reminded us that all Departments must report any incidents for EV\Lithium batteries.

Chairperson Sandor discussed active shooter/hostile events and that the committee is working
on a general set of policies to be approved and then disbursed to all services for commonality.

Chief Ward discussed ongoing training for active shooter/hostile events and noted that the Town
of Greenburgh is almost available to assist in such events if dispatched waiting on Ballistic gear.

Hon Hank Bergson raised issue of economics for departments relative to obtaining ballistic gear
and there was a general discussion on funding.

Chief Thomas raised Metro North inter jurisdictional operations/mutual aid situations as a topic
to be discussed at future meetings.

-There were no other reports.

OLD BUSINESS

-There was s brief discussion on the rescue task force and level of involvement for
elected officials.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
-None
NEW BUSINESS

The Chair introduced the two new members of the Advisory Board, Chief Herb Doerr from Mt.
Pleasant, and Chief Greg Santone from Millwood.

The Chair will be sending out an updated members list at the request of The Hon Hank Bergson
(ex-everything firematically and current Chairman of Board of the Katonah Fire District!)

19:03 A motion was made by Hank Bergson and seconded by Vice Chair Marshal to adjourn the
meeting. It was seconded and passed.

- The next meeting is on November 16, 2023at at 17:30 hours, Same Bat Place, Same New Bat
Time.

Respectfully & Humbly submitted.

Howard Stern
Secretary Pro Tem



