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Westchester County Fire Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2019

Present: Bergson, Klaus, Lyman, Marshall, Stern, Murphy, [antorno,
Commissioner John Cullen, Luci Labriola-Cuffe Chief of Fire Training

Excused: Tockstein, Olenick, Flynn, Halex, Caparelli, Outhouse

Absent: Miley, Lee, Roza

Chairman Hank Bergson called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM.

The first order of business was to hold the annual election of officers. The Nominations
were President - Henry Bergson, Vice President - John Marshall, Secretary - David Klaus.
Vote was called, all in attendance voting Aye.

The meeting schedule for 2020 was proposed as follows: , January 23rd, March 26,
September 24th and November 19th. All voting Aye to accept the schedule as listed.
Meeting to take place at DES on the dates listed about at 7:30 PM. If other meetings are
need special meetings will be called.

The Town of Bedford passed legislation to allow the County to build a Tower at Guard Hill.
This should allow the County to move forward with Construction of the Tower.

Each Department should have received letters from Chief Volk, the letter has a list of Radios
the County has listed for the Department. If you want or need other information, fill out
the form and send them back to Chief Volk.

The County will send out a list of recommended pagers. The current County Contract has
them for less than the State. T - Band status is still up in the air, it is best to check with the
County before purchasing pagers. Each Department / District should have the Chief or a
representative review the letter from Chief Volk

Luci Labriola-Cuffe Chief of Fire Training. - The County gave an Active Shooter
presentation last month. They are currently modifying the White Paper about it. The
County is putting together a Committee on how to implement the recommendations. They
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are accepting applications to the Committee. The Committee will work to roll out the
recommendations’ and how to support and fund it. They will be working with all Agencies
and disciplines involved. Deadline is soon for the applications. They will be looking for a
cross-section of disciplines, Career and Volunteer Fire, EMS and Police Departments. The
current group has been meeting with Police Departments around the County. They expect
the first meeting of the Committee to be in Mid-January.

Luci Labriola-Cuffe Chief of Fire Training also spoke about the New York State Firefighter
Cancer Prevention program, in particular post Fire decontamination recommendations’.
DES will adopt this program and have decon items available at the training center.
Firefighters typically have much higher Cancer risks. There are lots of chemical exposures.
Gear should be washed after a fire. Hydrocarbons are due to incomplete combustion. They
are absorbed in different ways, Inhalation, Skin adsorption and ingestion. Simple gross
decon removes about a lot of the contaminants. Skin adsorption - certain areas on the body
adsorb more than other areas. Children of Firefighters have a higher incidence of cancer as
well. Deportments should perform a gross decontamination immediately after a fire. After
each live burn event there should be a gross decontamination and wipe down, Fire fighters
should stay on air until deon is done. Departments should consider a 2rd hood, there are
also particle resistant hood as well. It is a good idea to have heavy duty garbage bags on
hand to carry contaminated gear back to the firehouse for cleaning. Keep any
contaminated transported bunker gear out of the passenger compartment. It was
recommended that you have your Chief’s read the Lavendar Ribbon Report. Departments
should think about putting decontamination programs together.

Commissioner Cullen spoke about the New Props in the yard and work ongoing at DES.
The Gas simulator is a really good setup. Con Ed will begin training Instructors on it.

President Bergson announced that a letter of resignation had been received from George
Tockstein who is moving to Florida. The letter has been forwarded to Commissioner Cullen
who will notify the County Executive.

President Bergson asked if there was any unfinished business, there was none, there was
no new business. There was a motion to adjourn at 8:15, it was seconded and all voted aye.



