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 Excused: Joe Olenick, Hank Bergson, John Marshall. Kelly Murphy, Peter Miley 

 Via Webex: Commissioner Richard G. Wishnie, Chief Volk 

 Absent: Joe Bonano, Joan Podolak, Neil Caputo, Bill Roze 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chairman Sandor opened the meeting at 5:45 PM.  We led off with the Pledge of Allegiance 

and observed a moment of silence.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS - Chief Volk  

  Motorola subscriber reprogramming should start early next year, Motorola 

signed off on the template. 

 Low Band is being phased out – you should look to migrate to UHF. 

 Sun Valley site – The County is moving forward with the SEQRA process. 

 Communications working group is postponed until 12/3, the contractor is 

writing the guidelines. 

EMS Mutual Aid – Chief Volk 

 Regional Medical Advisory Committee – they oversee EMS.  They are 

looking to have a Surgical unit on site if requested on scene. They are 

putting a group together to see how to set this up.  This could be an arm 

of the Tech Rescue team.  There are a lot of difficulties to have a Surgeon 

onsite. The Hudson Valley Hospital Trauma group will need to be 

involved.   They will set up lists of doctors and specialists.  

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE – Chief Stiller 

 All scooters and E-bikes sold in the County must have UL approved.  There is 

a list of Vendors that sell approved devices in the County.  These Vendors all 

the Li/Ion battery safety information.  
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 Battery Energy Storage Systems - This is similar to issues with the: Li/Ion 

battery discussions only on a much larger scale.   There are about 10 

municipalities in the County that have implemented moratoriums on these 

systems.  You need to understand who owns the system, Utility, private 

company or a homeowner. Many towns have no authority over Utility  

systems. Typically, utility systems are installed before the meter.   This can 

then be used as a buffer during peak demand. These systems can also be in 

private company ownership, they purchase power from utility at low usage 

times and then sell it back to the utility during high demand. Installations 

after the meter are used to buffer costs, these systems again can be small or 

large.  The question becomes how you deal with these systems when there is 

a problem.  Towns need to know if there is a system in the house.  These 

systems require permits, so the Town should be aware of an installation.  It 

would be a good idea to have some signage on the home if there is such a 

system installed.  The town should advise the homeowners to notify 

60Control they have such a system, this information will be placed In the 

CAD system, Present codes do not require a disconnect switch.  Hopefully 

new codes will require a disconnect.  There are a lot of gaps in the State code 

dealing with residential systems.  

TRAINING CENTER – Chief Ward 

 Capital Projects – the Smokehouse order has been submitted.  The new 

Tower Ladder is due in late January.  The new Engine is in production. 

TRAINING – Chief Ward 

 Training – 7 FF1 classes have been completed, approximately 140 students 

graduated the external portion of the class, about 120 should complete 

interior portion.  Two Fire Officer 1 classes have been completed.  Fire 

Officer 2 class has just finished, there are two of these classes scheduled for 

2025. The 1st class in January will be on the weekend. The 2nd class is slated 

for later in the year and will be held during the week.  

 OFPC has given DES authorization to train the trainers in DES. 

 FF 2 class in January can authorize local instructors, this gives DES much 

more flexibility. 
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 There was a question about FF1 class backlog.  DES is working on it and has 

made good progress.  DES is actively managing the wait list. 

ACTIVE SHOOTER – Chief Ward 

 The Model policy has been sent to the Legislators, OFPC and the Chiefs.  This 

will be drafted into the Mutual Aid Plan.  The County recommends that  

 

Towns and Municipalities should try to adopt this policy into their plans.  

 Active Shooter Training – They are looking to set up classes and are looking 

at holding classes at DES.  This makes logistics, setting up and running the 

classes more efficient.   

OSHA WEBINAR– It is running now. Groups speaking at the Webinar are very varied.  They 

agree on the need for changes, but they need to balance risk.  The OSHA panel has been 

good, they are listening and paying attention.  It will be interesting how OSHA moves 

forward and how its handled.  Many municipalities and departments may not have the 

required resources as things stand now. Bob Outhouse and Andy Sandor will be speaking 

as will the Chief from Croton.  There were a lot of speakers from New York.   

 

OLD BUSINESS –  

 Residential Sprinklers - NYS Code Council is looking into making residential 

sprinklers mandatory in all new constructions. There has been opposition to 

this change from numerous groups. The Code Council will meet again on 

December 6th to see if this will advance.  Chairman Sandor read a letter he 

sent to the Codes Council, the letter is dated September 18, 2024. 

 Bee Line bus will send out a flyer to the public about transporting e-bikes 

and mobility units with Li/Ion batteries.  Bee Line will not allow e-bikes to be 

transported in their buses.  The flyer will give the details.  

 

NEW BUSINESS – None  

 

MEETINGS – There was an email circulated with proposed meeting dates for 2025.  The 

dates are – 2/27/25, 5/29/25, 9/25/25 and 11/13/25. All meetings are Thursdays and will  
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be held at DES. We can have additional meetings if needed.  All meetings start at 5:30 

unless otherwise noted.  A motion was made and seconded to adopt the schedule for 2025, 

all voting aye. 

 A motion was made and seconded to adjourn at 7:15 PM. All voting aye.  

. 
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