
 

 

Westchester County EMS Advisory Board (EAB)  
September 13, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

Location: Virtual - WebEx 
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The EMS Advisory Board (EAB) meeting was held virtually.   Chairperson Dawson called the meeting to order at 
1833 hours.  The pledge of allegiance was rendered. 
 
A motion was made by Al Kim to approve Minutes from May 10th meeting, second by John Ohnmacht, all in favor.  
 
Chair Dawson welcomed Allison de Cerreno to the EAB. Allison has background working for MTA and has held 
various positions working in operations and administration.  James Muller Resigned as he is now working for the 
DES in the Office of Emergency Management.  
 
Chairperson Dawson, asked Chris Bradbury to provide an update on legislative issues related to EMS. Working 
with Assemblyman Steve Otis and Senator Shelley Meyer, he is looking to clarify the legislation to recognize EMS 
as an essential service and require municipalities to supply EMS services to their jurisdiction. A survey tool was 
developed and sent to the EMS agencies in the county looking to collect information on agencies interest in 
participating in the NYS health insurance Empire Plan. Discusses was held with the NYS Comptroller opinion to 
address the requirement for 50% of EMS funding needing to come from municipalities to be eligible.  
Commissioner Wishnie stated that legislation needs to include the available of state aid funding to assist with the 
view of an additional unfunded mandate. An effort to obtain local support from agencies, municipalities 
(NYCOMM and Association of Towns) and commercial provider groups to support this legislation. 
 
DC Spear provided an update on the two RFPs that the County published.  The first request was to provide 
supplemental EMS services for the short term (3 Year) in an attempt to alleviate the excessive mutual aid and 
staffing shortages. The second request is for an EMS consultant to provide a long-term solution for a sustainable 
EMS service in Westchester. The supplemental EMS service RFP was designed to model the FEMA NAC model 
that was used during pandemic to cover surge call volume.  Both RFPs are being reviewed and will soon have final 
decisions. Once decisions are made, DES will share the results with the EAB. 
 
DC Spear provided an update on HERRO recruitment and retention program. 66 individuals were reimbursed a 
total of $280k to reimburse college tuition expenses. 27 of the 66 were from volunteer EMS agencies in the 
county.  A request to provide additional funding was made in the 2023 budget submission. The budget will require 
the approval of the County Board of Legislators.  
 
Chief Volk provided an update on the County radio system. The new system is operating well. Audio quality is 
much clearer and system coverage is enhanced. Working on adding future sites for portable coverage. Paging 
system is operational.  A question was asked related to some law enforcement agencies migrating to MTA’s 
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Harris digital system. The County radios provided are compatible with the MTA system and require permission 
form the MTA and have the equipment re-programming.   
 
Chair Dawson mentioned receipt of letter from Mobile Life Support Service (MLSS) no longer providing services 
in Westchester. MLSS did not operate in any County 911 EMS system and has not had significant impact on the 
system. They did provide a limited number of mutual aid support to the northern part of the county.  
 
Jim O’Connor requested a moment of Silence for Frank Cioffi who passed away in August.  Frank was a pioneer in 
EMS and will be missed. He was a member from Larchmont/ Mamaroneck EMS. A letter of appreciation will be 
sent to Mrs. Cioffi, recognizing Frank’s support of the EMS system in Westchester.  
 
A motion was made by David Raizen and seconded by Justin Costable to adjourn the meeting. The meeting 
adjourned at 1915 hours.  
 
The next meeting of the EAB will be November 15, 2022 at 1830 hours at the DES. (Moved from 11/8 because of 
Elections)  
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