
Westchester County EMS Advisory Board (EAB)  
November 15, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

Location: WCDES Classroom 2 and Virtual - WebEx 
 

 

Ochs, Adam V 

Ohnmacht, John X 

Peifer, Guy A 

Raizen, David X 

Reiter, Barry V 

Spear, Susan A 

Sutton, Tony X 

Swanson, Jill X 

Volk, Michael X 

Wishnie, Richard X 

  
 

 
 
 

The EMS Advisory Board (EAB) meeting was held in person and virtually.   Chairperson Dawson called the meeting 
to order at 1835 hours.  The pledge of allegiance was rendered.  
 
A motion was made by John Ochmacht to approve Minutes from September 13th meeting, second by Justin 
Costable, all in favor.  
 
Chair Dawson started with new business item: emerging infectious disease:  Chief Volk discussed awareness of 
Ebola.  Potential for travelers entering US through Newark and JFK.  WCDES developing training to remind 
providers of best practices for Ebola/ non-respiratory disease. WCDES has more CAPR/ PPE on order and will 
distribute to agencies as needed. Importance of donning and doffing PPE. Pediatric Respiratory emergencies on 
the rise. RSV awareness.  
 
WCDES formed a Communications Working Group to discuss best practices.  Two members from EMS, Fire 
Advisory Boards and two members from dispatch center.  Discussed trunking system alternate talk group 
benefits: suggest or request from 60 or IC. Justin Costable and Dominic Franzoso assigned to working group. 
 
Discussion on EMS Dispatch intervals: Goal to get resources out faster.  Proposal for: 1st Dispatch is 0 min mark, 
2nd dispatch with MA initiated at the 2 min mark if no response from agencies. Current: 1st dispatch is 0 min mark, 
2nd dispatch at 3 min mark, 3rd/ final with MA initiated at 6 min mark. REMAC Policy statement EMS System 
Resource Utilization from 2011 (http://wremsco.org/policies/11-02.pdf) to be reviewed for best practices for 
today’s EMS system. Motion by Chair Dawson for recommendation in support to REMSCO for proposed dispatch 
intervals approved.  
 
RFP Updates:  Supplemental EMS Services, awarded to AMR. Working on finalizing agreement to provide 1 ALS, 1 
ALSFR Supervisor, and 1.5 BLS units.   RFP for EMS consultant to provide a long-term solution for a sustainable 
EMS service in Westchester awarded and signed with Fitch and Associates.  
 
Discussion on Essential Services Legislation, raising costs, municipal tax caps.  Referenced Queensbury article with 
63% tax increase with majority going to EMS stemmed from study done a few years ago.  Essential service 
legislation to include requirements with goal for State and Federal funding.  
 
 
REMAC update provided by Dr. Erik Larsen: Stroke Protocol.  Pre-hospital stroke evaluation tool. Review quality 
assurance for transport and review secondary transfers.  Working with Hudson Valley Trauma Committee to 
discuss TXA prehospital. Working on REMAC attendance to allow business to take place and educate EDs on the 
EMS system.  Discussion on transfers via air and ground with handing blood.   Air methods has agreements in 
place with all hospitals for transfers.  Few EMS agencies have agreements with sending and receiving hospital.  
 

Barca, Joe A 

Costable, Justin X 

Dawson, David- Chair X 

De Cerreno, Allison X 

Franzoso, Dominic- Sec X 

Hersam, Elanor “Ellie” A 

Hlushko, Maria A 

Kim, Al E 

Larsen, Erik, MD X 

Marello, Steven A 

O’Connor, James E 

 

Legend:  X = attended  A = absent    E = excused  G = guest  V = Virtual 
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Dates for 2023 meetings, 1800 hours at the DES: 

 2/7/23 

 5/9/23 

 9/12/23 

 11/14/23  
 
A motion was made by Justin Costable and seconded by John Ohnmacht to adjourn the meeting. The meeting 
adjourned at 1952 hours.  
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