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Westchester County EMS Advisory Board (EAB)
November 13, 2018 Meeting Minutes

Location: Westchester County Department of Emergency Services

Blum, Daniel
Cullen, John
Dawson, David
Dewey, Stephen

XXX | X|X|m[X|[m|m

Franzoso, Nick Legend
Marello, Steven X = attended
Nigro, Emil MD A = absent
Ochs, Adam E = excused
Volk, Michael G = guest

The meeting was called to order at 1830 hours by Chairman Dawson.

A motion was mad by Adam Ochs and seconded by Steve Marello to approve the minutes
from September 18, 2018 meeting with unanimous approval.

Mike Volk advised the EAB that DC Wacha recently resigned from DES to accept a position
with the NYS Officer of Emergency Management. Best wishes on her new endeavor. In
addition, with the resignations of both Dr. Maddalo and Jared Rosenberg membership
numbers are small and attendance is important. If any member has a suggestion for new
membership please let me know.

REMSCO report:

The REMSCO met on September 27, 2018 a lengthy discussion was held on the topic of EMS
electronic medical records (ePCRs) and the need for agencies to leave a copy of the ePCR or
similar documentation in the Emergency Department prior to leaving. This is a concern
related to continuity of care and a NYS DOH BEMS requirement. A TAG was created to assist
in querying the EDs and EMS agencies on a common solution.

A Rapid Sequence Induction (RSI) TAG was developed to review the need and process to
credential EMS providers in the RSI process and to develop common oversight.

The REMSCO has been hosting ongoing Certified Instructor Updates (CIU), Certified Lab
Instructor (CLI) and Certified Instructor Coordinator (CIC). Westchester is one of the only
regions that offer these programs on a regular basis.
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Dr. Berkowitz has recently resigned from Westchester Medical Center to take a position
with Northwell Health. He will still be involved in the WREMAC through an affiliation with
Phelps Hospital.

Old/ongoing Business:

Stop the Bleed: Chairman Dawson discussed the DES initiative to roll out a Stop the Bleed
train-the-trainer program. The DES will offer training to instructors from PD, FD and EMS.
The program will include the ability to borrow training kits that include tourniquets and
simulation hemorrhage control limbs. This effort will assist in disseminating a common
training curriculum to all first responders and to the public.

County Radio System: The County continues negotiations with the selected radio vendor
and hopes to execute a contract by years end.

New Business:

Nick Franzoso discussed the desire to see the County’s METU utilized for larger day-to-day
events. Discussion was held that the unit was purchased to assist in the relocation of stable
patients from a hospital or nursing facility that needed to be relocated during a state of
emergency. In addition the unit would need to be certified as an ambulance if used for day-
to-day EMS activity. Since the County does not have an Operating Certificate an agreement
with an outside vendor would be needed.

Discussion was held on bringing the current issues related to the EMS system to the
attention of local municipal officials. The EAB decided it would creating a one page memo
for the County Executive to utilize when meeting with the local municipal official s related to
current EMS system concerns and vulnerabilities. The EAB will draft a memo for Comm.
Cullen to share with the CE.

The next EAB meeting is scheduled for February 12, 2019 @ 1830 hours at the DES.
Proposed 2019 meeting dates:

e February 12,2019

e May 14,2019

e September 10, 2019
e November 12,2019

A motion was made by Adam Ochs and seconded by Chairman Dawson to adjourn the
meeting, the motion was unanimously approved and the meeting adjourned at 1945 hours.
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