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Westchester County EMS Advisory Board (EAB)
May 9, 2023 Special Meeting Minutes
Location: Hybrid DES / Virtual

Barca, Joe X O’Connor, James E
Costable, Justin \% Ochs, Adam X
Dawson, David- Chair X Ohnmacht, John \Y
C. de Cerreno, Allison A Raizen, David X
Franzoso, Dominic- Sec \% Reiter, Barry A
Greenfeld, Steven E Spear, Susan X
Hlushko, Maria A Sutton, Tony A
Kim, Al \Y Swanson, Jill X
Larsen, Erik, MD A Volk, Michael X
Marello, Steven X Wishnie, Richard X
Meade, Jeff A
Legend: X = attended A = absent E = excused G = guest V = Virtual

The EMS Advisory Board (EAB) met on 5/9/2023. The hybrid meeting included in-person, at the WCDES
and virtual via WebEx.

Chairperson Dawson called the meeting to order at 1832 hours. The pledge of allegiance was recited and
the meeting commenced.

A motion was made to accept the minutes from the February 7, 2023 and March 21, 2023 meetings. The
minutes were unanimously approved.

New Business:

Chairman Dawson introduced the newest member of the EMS Advisory Board, Steven Greenfeld, a
member of the Ardsley-Secor Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Steve was unable to attend the meeting due
to a previous work commitment and is looking forward to working with the EAB.

Supplemental EMS Services:

Chief Volk provided a brief update on the supplemental EMS service contract. AMR is transporting
between 35-40 patients a week. The dispatches are about twice the number, between cancellation,
RMAs and standbys. The overall EMS mutual request from this time in 2022 has decreased by 7%. It was
felt that agencies are getting out for more calls and the transport agencies are posting additional units to
address the volume.

EMS System Study:

Comm. Wishnie provided an update regarding the EMS system study being performed by Fitch &
Associates. The initial attempt to collect agency data via an electronic survey tool was met with some
trepidation. Fitch has recently altered the process and has offered to meet virtually with any agency to
clarify data questions or the need for the data being requested. We are hopeful this process will improve
data collection, providing the County with the best possible information to help support a successful
system study.

EMS Legislation:

DC Spear briefly discussed the EMS section of the NYS Budget. Although the enacted 2023 NYS budget
did not include the language to recognize EMS as an “essential service”, a number of other initiatives
were approved.
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NYS Budget Approval included:
e Arequirement that the NYS DOH establish performance standards and quality assurance
metrics, including enforcement actions.
e Create and fund a statewide recruitment and retention program
e (Create an EMS mental health wellness program.

e (Create an EMS Task Force that may coordinate, contract and operate EMS resources needed throughout
the State.

e Volunteer EMS members are eligible to participate in the NYS insurance program.

A lengthy discussion was held related to ideas on how to assist in supporting additional legislative initiatives in
support of the EMS system in NYS. Discussion included current discussions being held at the NY SEMSCO
meeting.

DC Spear mentioned that the County’s email domain has changed from Westchestergov.com to
WestchesterCountyNY.gov, please make a note in your contact lists. The County HERRO program flyers have
been updated with the new email addresses. Agencies requiring new flyers should contact the DES for
distribution. It was also noted that Rockland County adopted the HERRO program to assist in the recruitment
and retention of volunteer fire and EMS providers.

The WREMSCO EMS Awards program is being held on May 23, 2023 at SUNY Purchase. All are welcome and
encourage to join in the recognition of our dedicated emergency services responders.

The meeting was adjourned at 1920 hours.



